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CHAPTER 3 
EXISTING PROTECTED LAND 

A key component of the open space plan is a review of existing protected land.  An 

inventory of existing conditions, along with an assessment of future needs, is neces-

sary for formulating many of the plan's goals and objectives.  Existing protected land 

refers to land preserved for active or passive recreation use and/or for environmental 

conservation pur-

poses.  In addition to 

municipally-owned 

areas, it can include 

land preserved by 

private conservation 

groups, farmland, 

schools sites, and pri-

vate open space pre-

served as part of resi-

dential or non-

residential develop-

ment.   
Mill Park was purchased by the Borough with County Open Space Funding 
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This chapter identifies existing open and 

recreational land in Rockledge and sepa-

rates it into two categories of protection - 

permanently- and temporarily-protected 

land.  The latter category makes an im-

portant contribution to the overall recrea-

tion base of a community by preserving 

open space, conserving significant natu-

ral features, and/or providing recreation 

facilities that do not require municipal 

involvement in maintenance.  However, 

temporarily protected land can easily be 

lost.  In evaluating open space needs, 

this distinction is important, as is the goal 

of increasing the amount of permanently 

protected land so that future generations 

can also benefit from open space. 

 
PERMANENTLY  
PROTECTED LAND 
MUNICIPAL OPEN SPACE 

Rockledge Borough’s existing system of parks 

and open space is comprised of both active 
and passive open space areas.  Four parks or 

open space areas are owned and maintained 
by the Borough.  The Borough also owns 

and maintains the Rockledge Community 
Center.  The Borough’s parks and open 
space comprise a total of 7.5 acres of land, 

5.3 acres of which is considered active 
space.  The active open space includes 
amenities such as a softball field, volleyball 

court, tennis courts, basketball court, play-
ground, gym, and picnic tables.  Each offers 

community residents important recreational 
opportunities and scenic amenities. 

Outside the Borough, there are five active 
recreation areas to note which may be used 

by Borough residents:  

• Lorimer Park, Abington 

• Burholme Park, Philadelphia 

• Pennypack Valley Park, Philadelphia 

• Fox Chase Recreation Center,  

Philadelphia 

• Fox Chase Farm Park, Philadelphia/

Abington 
 

TEMPORARILY 
PROTECTED  
PRIVATE 

The undeveloped portions of Lawnview and 
Montefiore Cemeteries are private open 

space which are temporarily protected from 
development.  These undeveloped sections 

of the cemeteries in the Borough are lands 
considered temporarily protected since it is 
possible they could eventually be devel-

oped.    

In total, Rockledge Borough has a significant 
amount of protected land, with 7.5 acres 
being permanently protected and the ceme-

tery land temporarily protected.  This park 
and open space network provides Borough 
residents with many opportunities to enjoy 

all that open space can offer -- recreation, 
tranquility, beauty, and a sense of commu-

nity.  However, approximately half of this 
land is comprised of temporarily protected 

Rockledge Community Center 



21 

ROCKLEDGE OPEN SPACE PLAN– CHAPTER 3 

HUNTIN
GDON P

IK
E

MONTG
OM

ER
Y 

AV
E

LO
N

EY
 S

T

CHURCH RD

FO
X 

C
H

AS
E 

R
D

SH
A

D
Y

 L
A SYLVANIA AVE

ROBBINS AVE

BURKE AVE
JA

RRETT AVE

AB
IN

GTO
N 

AV
E

RO
CK

LE
DGE 

AV
E

BO
RB

EC
K 

ST

CH
AN

DLE
R 

ST

BLAKE AVE

PENN AVE

ELM AVE

CENTRAL AVE

PARK AVE

W
IN

C
H

ES
TE

R
 S

T

FOX ST

DALY ST

THOMPSON ST

HENSEL ST

A
bi

ng
to

n 
To

w
ns

hi
p

A
bi

ng
to

n 
To

w
ns

hi
p

Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a

(F
ox

 C
ha

se
)

La
w

nv
ie

w
C

em
et

er
y

M
on

te
fio

re
C

em
et

er
y

23
2

C
eg

ie
lk

ow
sk

i 
Pa

rk

M
ill

Pa
rk

Ja
rr

et
t A

ve
Pl

ay
gr

ou
nd

R
oc

kl
ed

ge
 

Pa
rk

FILLMORE ST

St
ro

ck
vi

lle

0
0.

25
0.

12
5

M
ile

s

MCPCM
on

tg
om

er
y

C
ou

nt
y

Pl
an

ni
ng

C
om

m
is

si
on

M
on

tg
om

er
y 

C
ou

nt
y 

C
ou

rth
ou

se
 - 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 C
om

m
is

si
on

PO
 B

ox
 3

11
   

   
N

or
ris

to
w

n 
P

A 
19

40
4-

03
11

(p
) 6

10
.2

78
.3

72
2 

   
 (f

) 6
10

.2
78

.3
94

1
w

w
w

.m
on

tc
op

a.
or

g/
pl

an
co

m

Ba
se

 m
ap

 pr
ep

ar
ed

 Ju
ne

 20
05

Th
is 

m
ap

 is
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

20
00

 o
rth

o 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y a
nd

 o
ffic

ial
 so

ur
ce

s. 
Pr

op
er

ty 
lin

es
 w

er
e 

co
m

pil
ed

fro
m

 in
div

idu
al 

blo
ck

 m
ap

s f
ro

m
 th

e 
M

on
tg

om
er

y C
ou

nt
y B

oa
rd

 o
f A

ss
es

sm
en

t A
pp

ea
ls,

 w
ith

 n
o 

ve
rif

ica
tio

n
fro

m
 th

e 
de

ed
. T

his
 m

ap
 is

 n
ot

 m
ea

nt
 to

 b
e 

us
ed

 a
s a

 le
ga

l d
ef

ini
tio

n 
of

 p
ro

pe
rti

es
 o

r f
or

 e
ng

ine
er

ing
 p

ur
po

se
s.

¯

R
oc

kl
ed

ge
 B

or
ou

gh

Pu
bl

ic
 O

pe
n 

Sp
ac

e

Figure 3.1 
Map of Permanently Protected Land 
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land— the undeveloped portion of the ceme-
teries.  This could be lost to development in 

time if the land owners or land use changes.  
For this reason, the Borough should consider 

acquisition, or if too expensive, non-acquisition 
methods of gaining control of some or all of 
this land to benefit the overall Borough parks 

and open space system.  With careful open 
space planning, residents may be assured the 

Borough will be able to offer them the same or 
greater level of active and passive open space 
in the future as they enjoy today. 


